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LONG TERM CARE REVISITED

During the last severd years, the Legidature has become acutely aware of the
dramatic incresse in the number of elder Horidians, and the need to address
their long-term care needs. About 2.8 million individuds over age 65 live in
Florida. Over the past 10 years, the number of Foridians over 85 years old
increased by nearly 30 percent, to 331,000. By 2020, Florida will experience
the full effect of the aging “baby boom” generation, with an edimated 97
percent growth in the over-85 population.

The Medicaid program purchases about 66 percent of the nursng home bed
days in Horida In addition, the Department of Elder Affars and the Agency
for Hedth Care Adminigration (ACHA) annualy provides about $265 million
in home and community based sarvices to dderly individuds through a variety
of programs. Because it is more cost effective to mantan an individud in a
community setting, and because dders — like everyone ese — prefer programs
tha are home and community based, the 2001 Legidature imposed a five-year
moratorium on the issuance of new certificates of need for nurang home beds,
except non-Medicaid beds in Continuing Care Retirement Facilities.  The intent
of the moratorium was to provide the dae time to shift its emphasis from
nursing home care to community based care.

Passed by the Senate Hedth, Aging and Long Term Care Commiittee last week,
PCB/SB 596 requires ACHA to submit a plan to reduce the number of nursing
home bed days purchased by the Medicaid program and to replace them with
care provided in less codly dternative sdttings. Before determining there is a
need for additiond community nurdng facility bedss ACHA must determine
that the need cannot be met through provison, enhancement, or expanson of
home and community based services. The hill dso establishes the Office of
Long Term Care Policy, housed in the Depatment of Elderly Affars but not
subject to the control, supervison, or direction of the Department. It is required
to andyze the dat€'s long term care system, increase the availability and use of
norrinditutionad  settings, and  ensure  coordination  among the agencies
responsble for the Long Term Care Continuum. Ladly, the bill establishes the
nursng home trangtion program to assg individuds in nursng homes regan
independence and to move to less costly settings.

“I will ignore all ideas for new works on engines of war, the
invention of which has reached its limits and for whose
improvements | see no further hope.” Sextust Julius Frontinus,
First Century A.D., Roman engineer.




KIDS. BUCKLE THEM UP

The Nationa Highway Transportation Safety Adminidration released a dudy late last year showing that nearly 3
out of 4 children 12 years and younger killed in auto accidents in Florida were not properly buckled in.  Only
South Carolina and two smaler states had higher rates than FHorida. Of the 67 children who were killed in car
accidentsin 1999 in FHorida, 48 were not wearing seat belts or child restraints.

Florida law requires children under 16 to wear seet belts no matter where they gt in the vehicle, and children up
to age 3 must be in a federdly approved child safety seaet. Four and five year olds must be restrained as well in

either aboogter seat, a child safety seet, or seatbelt, depending on the child’ s sze.

Improperly buckling up a child can aso be dangerous: A study by State Farm Insurance, Children’s Hospital of
Philadel phia and the University of Pennsylvania concluded that children ages 2-5 who are buckled into adult
seetbdts are 3.5 times more likely to suffer asgnificant injury and four times more likely to suffer a Sgnificant
head injury than their counterparts who are buckled in with an appropriate child safety seat or booster seat

211 BiLL PASSESCOMMITTEE

On Tueday, the Senate Hedlth, Aging and Long Term
Care Committee unanimoudy passed SB 1276. The
bill creates the “Horida Hedth and Human Services
Access Act’, requires cregtion of a pilot Ste wherein
digbility for dl sae funded hedth care programs will
be integrated in order to dreamline and expedite
digibility determination for consumers, and edtablishes
211 as one of the front doors into new €igibility
process. (See last week’s Legidative Link — Volume
XIll, Issue 2 — for a complete synopsis of the hill.) Two
technicd amendments were made, plus an amendment
to require that the evaluation of the pilot project be
submitted to the Governor and Legidature by June 1,
2004, rather than June 30, 2004.

FLORIDA’SSEPTEMBER 11TH VICTIMSMAY
RECEIVE STATE HELP

On Tueday, the Senate Hedth, Aging and Long Term
Care Committee passed SB 1238. The hill grants
Medicad digibility to people who ae indigble for
insurance coverage under COBRA and who become or
became unemployed after September 11, 2001, and
before December 31, 2002. For those who are €ligible
for COBRA but unable to afford the premium, and who
become or became unemployed after September 11,
2001, and before December 31, 2002, the bill would
provide a 25 percent premium subsidy for ther hedth
insurance.  Both provisons are contingent on passage
of federd legidation authorizing those actions, and
both would expire on December 31, 2002.

Presdent Bush Signs Appropriations Bills - On January 14th, Presdent Bush dsgned appropriations hills that

among others, provide:

o funding of $1.7 billion for fiscd year 2002 for the Social Services Block Grant (SSB), a $25

million reduction from fiscd year 2001.

This reaults in a $1.1 billion-shortfal from the amount

promised to the states during 1996 welfare reform discussion.

o0 levd funding of $140 million for fiscd year 2002 for the Emergency Food and Shelter

Program.




HOME ISWHERE THE HEART IS

According to the Kinship Support Center at USF,
there are 231,000 children living in rddive care in
Florida Relative care payments are funded through
the Temporay Asigance to Needy Families
(TANF) bock grant. The federd Adminigtration on
Children and Families has sat new guiddines
dlowing TANF funds to be used for hdf-gblings
under the Redative Caregiver Program. Based on
these new guiddines, SB 360/HB 161 would expand
eigibility for Floridds Reative Caegiver Program
to a child who is determined dependent and who is a
hdf-sbling of another child who is placed with the
same redive caregiver. The bill dso provides that

children in rdaive cae have priority for
participation in school readiness programs and, like
foster children, and that they ae “sudents’ for
whom certain fee exemptions are provided for post-
secondary education and workforce development
programs. In an effort to learn more about the needs
and circumgtances of rdative caregivers and ther
children, the legidation directs DCF to contract for a
sudy to be submitted to the Legidature by February
1, 2003.

Find more Kinship Cae information online a
http:/Aww.cas.usf.edu/~krisman/

The “sixth sick sheik’s sixth sheep’s sick” is said to be the toughest tongue twister in the English
language.

EMERGENCY TREATMENT SOUGHT FOR RAPE
VICTIMS

According to FDLE, there were 6,952 forcible rapesin
Florida in 2000. For survivors of rape, further
victimization can occur after the incident when faced
with a realting unwanted pregnancy. Medicd
advancements now offer a trestment option to victims
to prevent pregnancy by preventing ovulaion or
fertilization. Two FDA approved drugs are currently
avalable that can prevent a pregnancy from occurring
if taken within 72 hours of the rape. In response to
concerns that some medicd facilities and providers fall
to offer this treetment to victims, legidation has been
filed to require medicd faclities and hedth care
practitioners who provide regpe treatment to provide
information  aout and access to  emergency
contraception if it is medicaly appropriate, or to refer
them to a fadlity or practitioner for such cae
According to the bill anadyds, the adult pregnancy rae
asociated with rgpe is edimated a nealy 5%.
Following testimony from a rape survivor who was grateful
to have been offered this treatment at the hospital, HB 125
passed unanimoudly out of its first committee of reference.
It has three additional committee references. The Senate
companion bill, SB 2246, has not yet been referred to
committees for review.

MEDICAID FRAUD ADDRESSED

In a year that will continue to pose dgnificart financid
chdlenges to legidaive budget writers, the Legidaure
IS eager to address the issue of fraud in one its most
cosly programs - Medicaid. According to a recent
report by the Office of Program Policy Andyss and
Government  Accountability (OPPAGA), the Agency
for Hedth Cae Adminigtration recovered $96.7
million from providers who over-billed the Medicad
program from FY 199596 to FY 2000-01. It is
edimated that during those years the financid toll of
Medicad fraud and abuse ranged from $2.1 hillion to
$4.3 hillion, or between 5 percent and 10percent of
total Medicad hedth services expenditures. Thus, the
recovery of $96.7 million was the equivdent of only
2.3 percent to 4.5 percent of the actual losses incurred
by the state due to fraud and abuse during that time
period. In response to the OPPAGA review, the Senate
Sdect Subcommittee on  Recovery of Medicad
Overpayments was formed to discuss Medicaid fraud
and abuse prevention and prepare recommendations.
The Subcommittee concluded its work with 14
proposed rules that have become the substance of
Senate Bills 1150 and 1632 by the Hedth, Aging, and
Long Term Care Committee.

Find the full report on-line at www.oppaga.datefl.us




GOVERNOR BuUSH RELEASES SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET REQUEST

On Wednesday, Governor Bush reeased his
supplementa 2002-2003 budget request to the
Legidaure. The request added about $437.2 million
to the origind proposd he submitted to the
Legidature a couple of weeks ago. Some of the
highlights of the request include:

School Readiness:

The Executive Budget provides an additional
$41.4 million for the School Readiness Program
in order to make sarvices avalable to Al
financidly digible 4 year dld children in Horida
at 150 percent of the federa poverty levd. This
investment will alow the program to serve up to
an additional 16,000 children in the critical year
before they enter kindergarten. The tota
funding for the School Readiness Program in
Fiscal Year 2002-2003, as recommended by the
Governor, is $719.1 million, an 8% increase
over current year funding. Over the four years
of the BugvBrogan adminigration, School
Readiness funding has increased 37 percent.
This budget will dlow amost 264,000 children
to receive school readiness services, a sgnificant
increese  over the 186,119 children in the
program in Fiscal Y ear 1999-2000.

Developmentally Disabled:

Governor Budh's supplemental budget contains
an additional $162.6 million for developmenta
savices induding an additiond $23 million
($10 million in generd revenue) to cover a
funding shortfdl in the  2001-2002
developmenta sarvices budget, $21.8 million in
sate funds to buyback the proposed reductions
contained in the Governor's 2002-03 Budget
Recommendations, $10 million to fund persond
needs assistance and respite care, $92 million
($38 million in date funds) to begin serving the
wat lig which has accumulated snce July,
1999, $10 million ($5 million in date funds) to
conduct an actuarid study of provider rates so
that Medicaid payments can be rebased to actual
provider costs, and $1.3 million ($.9 million in
gate funds) and 29 FTE to restore the cuts to
gaff in the developmenta services program.

Drug Abuse:

This recommendation proposes $2,176,340 in
federal funds to expand substance abuse family
intervention case management and  support

savices for families involved with the protective
savices sysem.  These funds will be dlocated
satewide and used to contract with private norr
profit providers for services. This funding will
provide support for an additiond 1,225 families
and 1543 individuds in those families The
svices ae intended to: increase access to
substance abuse treatment services for families
under protective supervison, provide referra
information to parents in need of substance
abuse services, and provide substance abuse
psycho-socid  evdudaions and  assessments
Barriers to substance abuse treatment such as
lack of childcare while the parent is in trestment
and trangportation to substance abuse services
will aso be addressed.

Drug Treatment:

This recommendation is for $7,722,697 in
federal funds to reduce waiting ligs for
subgtance  abuse  treatment  services by
purchasng exiding tretment capecity of 175
beds statewide and expanding aftercare and drug
court services. This increase supports Governor
Bush's drug control strategy to reduce drug use
in Horida by 50 percent over a five-year period.
Funding provides care for an additionad 4,107
adults and 3,637 children in need of substance
abuse sarvices The sarvices will target women
who ae pregnant, parents with dependent
children, and individuds with a primay
diagnogs of illicit substance use.

Drug Court Funding:

The aupplement to the Executive Budget
recommends restoration of Specid Sesson C
funding reductions to the Drug Court Program in
Pinelas and Brevard Counties. The Drug Court
Program dtempts to treat criminds with
substance-abuse addictions that cause them to
repestedly violate the law. Drug courts provide
for the delivery of treatment services, coupled
with potentid crimind  pendties and strong
judicid  involvemen. As of August 2001,
Florida had 33 operationd and seven planned
adult drug courts, 17 operational and four
planned juvenile drug courts, eght operationd
and five planned dependency drug courts, and
two reentry drug court programs.

Continued on page 5



Governor Bush Releases Supplemental Budget Request continued

: Substance Abuse Treatment for Community Corrections:
The Governor recommends fully restoring al reductions from Specid Sesson C for resdentid and
outpatient substance abuse treatment for crimina offenders under community supervison. Complete
restoration of the reduction will provide for an additional 28,765 outpatient trestment dots and an additiona
1,438 resdentid treatment dots in FY 2002-03. The Executive Budget submitted in January 2002 restores
$2 million to outpatient trestment services and $5.3 million for resdentid trestment services This
supplemental request addresses the bdance of the reduction by funding $2 million in outpatient services
and $1.1 million in resdential services for a totd of $3.1 million. Almost one third of crimind offenders
under community supervison are placed on supervison for a drug offense. Resdentid and out patient
ubstance abuse sarvices for offenders under supervison provide a public safety vaue. By effectively
tregting the substance abusing crimind populaion under supervision, recidivism can be reduced. The totd
reduction for FY 2002-03 in Specid Sesson C exceeded $10.4 million. The executive budget submitted in
January 2002 provided for a restoration of $7.3 million dollars of the reduction and this recommendation
would restore the balance of cut.

Communitiesin Schools (CI19S):

Funding in the amount of $1 million is provided to replace nonrecurring funding budgeted for FY 2001-02
for this program. CIS is a community-builder ddivering resources for kids by partnering with families,
schools and community leaders to create a support system for students, utilizing a committed fiedd daff to
cusomize, deveop and facilitate effective loca programs, successfully garnering support from businesses,
organizations and government, sociad service providers and volunteer groups, and working in partnership
with public schools--principas, superintendents, teschers and administrators.  This brings Governor Bush's
tota recommended funding commitment for mentoring to $14.1 million

Juvenile Crime Prevention and Diversion Grants:
The supplement to the Executive Budget recommends $2.5 million in General Revenue for targeted
Prevention and Diverson Grants that will assst circuit boards and county councils implement ther
prevention and early intervention plans.

HELP WANTED: 34,000 NEw NURSESBY THE YEAR 2006

A February 2001 survey by the Forida Hospitd - pemitting out-of-state gpplicants who have
Association indicated a Statewide vacancy rate of activdly practiced nursng in another state for
registered nurses of 15.6 percent. If you've been in a two of the three preceding years to obtain up
hospitd  recently, you'll know this to be true and to a 180 day temporary license while awaiting
appreciate the intent of SB 1618/ HB 519- the Nursing resllts of the required crimind background
Shortage Solutions Act.  Sponsored by Senator check and completing a course on Horida laws
Saunders and Representative Murman, this legidation and rules, and

ams to improve Horidds nurse recruitment and - -

retention efforts by - goproprigting  $1  million from  Generd

Revenue to the Depatment of Hedth to

smplifying dighility for and modifying the
repayment provisons of the Nursng Student
Loan Forgiveness Program;

cregting the Sunshine Workforce Solutions
Grant Program to encourage middle and high

provide dollar-for dollar matching grants to
hospitds with an average nurang vacancy rae
of at least 20 percent during the preceding year
for nurse retention and out of Sate recruitment
activities during FY 2002-03.

school dudents to explore the nurang fidd — This legidation is supported by Governor Bush and is
through coursework &t their schools; moving swiftly through the process with each hill
traveling next to an appropriations hearing.



SCHOOL PRAYER

School prayer continues to be a hot issue with the Legidature. HB 667 was approved by its only committee of
reference, the Council for Lifdong Learning, by a vote of 13-4 during the first week of Sesson. It authorizes
school boards to adopt resolutions alowing use of inspirationa messages, including invocations or benedictions,
a secondary school commencement exercises and secondary school-related noncompulsory student assemblies.
While opponents raised concerns regarding lack of a method for sdecting the student volunteer who ddlivers the
message or ensuring the non-sectarian and non-proselytizing nature of the message, proponents contend those are
issues that can most gppropriately be handles by each school. The hill is now before the full House, with a vote
expected soon.  Similar legidation (SB 572) has been filed in the Senate by Senator Clary, but has not yet been
scheduled for a hearing.

"Don't cry because it's over,
smile because it happened.”
Unknown

RISk SHARING FOR COMMUNITY-BASED CHILD WELFARE

We ae currently in the process of trangtioning
management of mogt child welfare services from the
Depatment of Children and Families (DCF) to
community-based care (CBC) lead agencies. Since
locd CBCs do not have the same financid
flexibility that a dSatewide agency has to manage
unforeseen events or financid chalenges, a more
redigic apportionment of risk is needed. Today,
eech CBC must bear the full risk of conducting its
busness. In many indances, the date can only
intervene if the CBC faces actud business failure
Because the date is ultimady responsble for the
child welfare sysem - regardless of who ddlivers the
sarvices - something should be done prior to such a
catagrophic  event. Formd risk  shaing
arrangements and the edtablishment of an emergency
reserve can ensure the continued development of
community-based child welfare services.

Under current practice, lead agencies recelve a
globd budget with dl the risks associated with client
sarvices, cost increases, and funding changes. The
Depatment of Children and Families has the
separate risk of lead agency falure or disruption,
including attendant federal disdlowances. Because
the god of community-based care is higher qudity
sarvices and better outcomes, this arbitrary divison
of risk is not optimal. Opportunities to share risk or
provide reinsurance would create greater protection
for the clients being sarved.  An internd reserve is
needed to edablish the necessary risk sharing

arangements for those things that are reasonably
beyond local CBC control. To the extent that these
rnsks can be adequatedly addressed within the
confines of a permanent cash reserve, a portion of
the remaining resources can be safdy directed to the
cregtion of gppropriate incentive structures for good
management practices and to provide the match for
optiond federa funding opportunities.

Because mandatory contributions from the lead
agencies are not viable, DCF has identified excess
eanings generated within the child wefare sysem
a a potentid source of financing. These dollars
would comprise a separate internd reserve, under
the Depatment's fiscd management, for the
exclusve bendfit of the child wdfare sysem. In
order to edablish these changes immediatey,
Governor Bush included $15,000000 in the
supplementa  budget he provided the legidaiure
earlier this week. These funds will be used as “seed”
money” to edablish the risk sharing pool. It will
aso alow lead agencies to free up resources to
provide more care for Florida' s at risk children.

All lead agencies, in consultation with the Governor
and Secretary, have been working on this issue and
are expected to support this plan, which is subject to
gpprova by the House and Senate Appropriations
Committees.



PRAISING PREVENTION- MORE FUEL FOR THE FIRE

The agument for increesng invesment in prevention funding is strengthened by a recent study conducted by
Florida TaxWatch, a private, non-profit, non-partisan research inditute that conducts research and analyses of
government spending. In its evauation, TaxWaich assessed the services provided by the Horida Network of
Youth and Family Services, Inc. This daewide association provides juvenile crime prevention programs serving
runaway, truant, ungovernable and other troubled youth and their families under contract with the Florida
Department of Juvenile Justice.

Florida has come a long way since 1987, when the Legidature passed the law requiring provison of core services
to Children and Families in Need of Services (CINS/FINS). Prior to this act, families in need of such help were
ineligible for dtate assstance until their child was arrested or they were forced to abandon the child. Currently,
dl youth ages 10 - 18 and their families who need these sarvices are served datewide through CINS/FINS
programs.

In 1999-2000, the Florida Network of Youth and Family Services received $37 million in state (DJJ, locd
schools, other sources) and federad funding (Medicaid, School Lunch Program, other sources) with $31 million of
those funds coming from the Depatment of Juvenile Judice (DJJ). This represented 5 percent of the DJJ's tota
operating budget. The TaxWatch study concluded that CINS/FINS services are cost-effective, citing the average
cogt for six months of care by DJJ to be $7,300, compared with a per client cost of $1,650 for services provided
by the Network. Using these figures, the report estimates the sx-month cost savings achieved by preventing 895
youth from delinquency at $5,056,750.

Y ou can review the Executive Summary of the Tax\Watch report on-line a www . floridataxwatch.org.

“The Presdent doesn’t want any yes men and yes women around him. When he says no, we all say no.”
Elizabeth Dole, then Assistant for Public Liaison to President Reagan.

EDUCATION: FLORIDA LOST GROUND IN THE ‘90s

The Forida Chamber Foundation has embarked - Horida dropped from 27th to 34th in the nation
upon a massive sudy to andyze the competitiveness during the 90's in the share of resdents 25 years
of Florida's economy. Part of the study, released and older with ahigh school diploma;
last week by the Governor's office, reveds tha - Florida fell from 35th to 43rd among states in the
Florida los ground during the 1990's in educating share of high school graduates who go to college
dudents and producing high-skilled workers.  The (less than hdf of Horidds high school graduates
dudy warns that Horida could fal into a vicious pursue higher education);
economic cydle if it doesn't improve its intellectud . Florida's funding of public schools fell from 21st
infrastructure  quickly. ~ Among others, the study to 38th during the 90's, as the current funding
found: level per pupil of $5,875 presents a dight decline
Floridas high school graduaion rate dropped in the red dollars spent per student in the early
from 61 percent in 1990 to 56 percent in 1999, 1990's.
45th in the netion;

Did You Know. . . ..
More than 50% of the people in the world have never made or received a telephone call.




DoESHEALTHY KIDSNEED A $60 MILLION
RESERVE?

Earlier this week, the Senate Hedth, Aging, ad Long-
Term Care Committee passed SB 968 that would cap
the resarve funds maintaned by the Hedthy Kids
Corporation at 20/25 percent, or approximately $60
million. Is such a large ressrve
necessary?...Particularly when hundreds of thousands
of children remain uninsured | Horida?

The Senate Committee passed the hill bdieving that
prudent business practices dictate that such a large
rerve  exis. The reason: The Hedthy Kids
Corporation must alocate about $20 million on the firgt
of each month to cover the insurance premiums for
Hedthy Kids enrollees. However, federa funds are
digributed on a rembursement bass only, on average
about 23 days after the firg-of-the-month payment by
the Hedthy Kids Corporation. The Corporation clams
it needs a least three months of reserves to cover this
reimbursement lag, and to dlow for a sxth month
dissolution of the corporation. Your Legidative Link
will delve degper into thisissuelater..............

CHILESENDOWMENT FUND CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT PROPOSED

Last Tueday, the Senate Hedth, Aging, and Long-
Term Care Committee passed SIR 1018. The
resolution would creste a bdlot initigtive for the
November 2002 ballot to create Section 20, Article X
of the Florida Condtitution, cregting the Lawton Chiles
Endowment Fund. The purpose of the fund would be
to provide for a potentid source of funding for
children's hedth programs, child wefare programs,

community-based  hedth  and  human  services
initiatives, and bio-medica  research. The joint
reolution provides that the capitd gans and

investment income of the fund could be appropriated in
accordance with generd law, in a separate act, which
would have to be approved by a two-thirds vote of the
membership of each house. Such appropriation must
not supplant current date or federd funds. The
resolution dso provides that in the event of an
emergency declared by the Legidature, no more than
10 percent of the principa of the endowment fund
could be appropriated in a separate act, in any fiscd
year for children's hedth programs, child wefae
prograns and community-based hedth and human
sarvices. Agan, such gppropriation would have to be
made by a two-thirds vote of the membership of each
house.

| do not feel that we should allow a shortage of funds to prevent cities from financing needed
projects.” Hubert Humphrey, Minnesota Senator and former Vice President

“I am ignorant of the government’'s reason, but | disapprove of them.” — James C. Percey, deciding
an English member of Parliament during a heated parliamentary debate serca 1910.

PARENTS AND CHILDRENS DAY

Representative Loranne Audey and Senator Richard Mitchdl have filed HB 1283 and SB 1500, respectively,
desgnating the firg Sunday in April of each year as Parents and Childrens Day. The identicd bills proclam
that every parent in Horida should have access to prenata and infant hedth care, training and education, and
parenting skills to help build hedthy families high qudity child care and early learning opportunities, safe and
enriching after school experiences, and access to delinquency prevention programs and services to treat children
with problems. The hills encourage citizens to wear a white ribbon on Parents and Childrens Day, indicating
that our children are considered specid gifts and are valued for their part in the circle of life.




ScHoOOL READINESSBILLS UNDER CONSIDERATION BY THE 2002 LEGISLATURE

Quality Measures Required for School Readiness
Last week, Representative Suzanne Kosmas filed HB
1433, amending the Forida Statute (section 411.01)
secifying the requirements for the minimum
dandards and provisons that must be included in a
locd school readiness codition plan. The bill
primarily addresses four/five issues:
Seff/Child Ratio — Codition plans would be
required to provide for a ratio of direct
indructional personnd for children of one adult to
10 three-year old and four-year old children, or a
lower ratio. (A ratio of up to one adult to fifteen
three and four-year olds could be requested from
the Partnership.).
40 Hour Training — Completion of an gpproved
40-clock hour introductory training course for al
personnel would be required. Among others, the
course would address. state and loca child care
rues tha govern hedth, safety, and nutrition;
identifying and reporting child abuse and neglect;
child growth and deveopment; and use of
developmentaly  appropriate  early  childhood
curriculum.  The child care personnd must begin
the introductory course within 90 days dfter
employment and complete it within one-year after
beginning it.  Exemption could be sought for
personnel based on educationd credentids or
passage of competency examinations.
Continuing  Education — Completion of an
additiona 8-cdlock hours of in-service traning
annualy would be required.
Teacher Cetification — Teachers who ae not
catified for the appropricte grade leved must
obtain proper certification within two years unless
extraordinary circumstances prevent it;
CDA — When individud classooms are dtaffed by
non-certified teachers, they would have to be
daffed by a least one person who has a a
minimum, a Child Devdopment Asociae
credentia or equivaent;
Adminidrative and  Supervisory  Personnd -
Adminigrative and supervisory personnd  would
have to demonsrate knowedge of pre-
kindergarten education programs that increase
children’s success of achieving future educaiond
success; and
Child Care Operators — Child care operators
would have to complete basic traning in serving

children with disbilities within five years after
employment.

Having been filed jus lagt Friday, a the time this
Legidative Link went to press the hill did not yet have
a Senate companion.

Religious Freedom vs. Child Safety

On August 10th, two-year old Zaniyah Hinson died
after being left in a hot ven fdlowing a fidd trip
organized by the Abundant Life Academy of Learning
in Daytona Beach. As a result, prosecutors have filed
mandaughter and neglect charges in the case, and
legidators concerned with the well-being of children
have filed bills to try to ensure the safety of children
in faith-based child care settings.

Under exiging law, about 500 fath-based child care
facilities are exempt from date licensure because their
dandards meet or exceed those governing date
licensed faciliies  However, there is little to no
oversight and enforcement of those standards by the
date. To try to address the dtuation, Representative
Evedyn Lynn has filed HB 175, and Senator Don
Sullivan hasfiled SB 536.

Among other things the hills repeal Section 402.316,
Forida Statutes, which currently exempts from the
dae's child care licenang and regulaion laws any
“child care fadility which is an integrd pat of church
or parochid schools conducting regularly scheduled
classes, courses of study, or educationd programs
accredited by, or by a member of, an organization
which publishes and requires compliance with its
standards for hedlth, safety, and sanitation”.

The Chrigian Codition of Horida and the Horida
Asociation of Chrigian Colleges and Schools have
initiated an intense lobbying effort, with thousands of
letters recaelved by legidators to date, voicing their
opposition to government interference in  ther
activities.

Over their objections, HB 175 passed out of the House
Business Regulation Committee yesterday.
Continued on page 10



School Readiness Bills Under Consideration By the 2002 Legislature continued

Bill Filed to Address Impending School Age Child Care Crisis

As reported in your lagt Legidative Link, the 2001 Florida Legidature repeded the dHatutory provison
authorizing subsdized child care funds to be used to provide before and after school services for more than
50,000 low income children across Florida. The implications of the repeal are far reaching and disturbing.

During the last week of January, Representative Nan Rich and Senator Wasserman-Schultz filed HB 135 and SB
1810, respectively, to avoid the impending criss. Nether bill has yet been heard in committee. Both would
reindate the provisons dlowing children under 12-years of age who are determined to be at risk of abuse,
neglect, or exploitation, whose parents are participating in a welfare trangtion or diverson program, who ae
children of working families whose family incomes do not exceed 150% of the federd poverty leved, who have
specid needs, or who have a sbling under age five who is digible to participate in subsidized child care, to
receive before and after school services funded by subsidized child care funds.

The hbills ds0 require school readiness coditions to include in their plans a definition of the term “appropriate age
of sdf caré’ and provide priority for digibility for before and after school services for children who are under the
appropriate age of saf care, as defined in ther plans.

BILLSTHAT MOVED THIS WEEK

HB 479/SB 952- Elderly/ Disabled Adults Exploitation (Slosberg/ Sanderson) - This hill extends the satute
of limitations for exploitation of an ederly person or dissbled adult to five years regardless of offense levd.
(Action: Unanimoudy Favorable by the House Crime Prevention, Corrections and Safety Committee and the
Senate Crimind Jugtice Committee. Next stops House Council for Smarter Government; Senate Children and
Families)

HB 629 — Statewide Guardian ad Litem Office (Lerner) - A dtatewide Guardian ad Litem office is created by
this bill to be housed within the Justice Adminigrative Commission to increase functioning and standardization
among the local programs currently operating in the 20 judicid crcuits  (Action: Unanimoudy Approved by the
Judicia Oversght Committee. Next stop: Child and Family Security)

HB 755 - Resdential Group Care (Murman) - This bill prescribes procedures for the mandatory assessment of
catan children for  placement in licensed resdentid group care, Specifies timeframes for initisting & for
completing trangtion to community based care and expands authority for establishment of child wefare targeted
case management projects.  (Action: Unanimoudy Favorable by Child and Family Security; Next Stop: Hedth
and Human Services Appropriations)

HB 775 - Adoption (Mahon) - This legidaion reduces the time period within which action must be filed to
nullify adoption or termination of parenta rights on grounds of fraud or providing fase information; provides
time limitation for use of scientific testing to show probability of paternity; requires notice to & written consent
from regidrant in paternity registry for termination of parenta rights pending adoption. (Action:  Unanimoudy
Favorable by Child and Family Security; Next Stop: Judicid Oversight)

SB 316 - Domestic Violence (Children & Families; Saunders) - This bill revises a number of provisons
relating to domedtic violence by expanding definitions, rasng the fee for a dissolution of marriage petition
thereby increesng funds to the Domedtic Violence Trugt Fund, and darifying the circumgtances under which
injunctive relief againg domedtic violence may be sought. (Action: Unanimoudy Favorable by Finance & Tax;
Next Stop: HHS Appropriations) Continued on page 11



Bills that Moved this Week continued
SB 968 - Healthy Kids Corp./Operating Fund (Silver) - This bill would dlow the Horida Hedthy Kids

Corporation to establish and manage an operating fund not to exceed 25% of the annudized expenses. (Action:
Favorable by Hedth, Aging and Long-Term Care 8-1; Next stop: Governmenta Oversght and Productivity,
2/12/02, 1:00 pm, 37-S)

SB 996 - Road to Independence Act (Children and Families; Saunders) - This hill creates a new section of
Florida law dedicated to older children in the foster care sysem and young adults who were formerly foster
children, providing for services for independent living. (Action: Unanimoudy favorable by Children & Families,
Now in HHS Appropriations)
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